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INTRODUCTION

.

The purpose of this project is to identify, research and preparer Florida Site
File forms for all pre-1945 properties in the neighborhood of the City of
St. Petersburg known as Kenwood, specifically the area of the city bounded by
Interstate 275 on the east, 1lst Avenue N on the south, 34th Street N on the
west, and 9th Avenue N on the north. This neighborhood is known as one of
the historic residential areas of the city, and specific information was
needed about its properties prior to making any decisions regarding Kenwood's
eligibility for 1local 1listing, or 1listing on the National Register of
Historic Places, possibly as a historic district, or as individual buildings
or groups of buildings within the boundaries.

The City of St. Petersburg has been receiving Certified Local Government
Grants focusing on updating the City's architectural and historic survey
since 1991. The present grant will continue the City's policy of surveying
its Neighborhood Planning Areas. The Uptown, Crescent Iake and Crescent
Heights neighborhoods are another key portion of this overall survey.

SURVEY AREA

The maps on the following three pages illustrate the survey area in relation
to the surrounding areas of the City of St. Petersburg, show the avenues,
streets and boundaries of Kenwood and, . finally, show the locations of all
inventoried properties within the neighborhood, keyed to the 1list of Florida
Site File properties, which appears later in this Final Survey Report.
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PREVIOUS SURVEYS

In 1978 a survey effort was undertaken by the City of St. Petersburg to
record on Florida Master Site File forms a number of individual properties
scattered over the City. As part of this survey, four properties included in
the current survey area were recorded and added to the Florida Master Site
File. They were: o

2101 1st Avenue N Harris Automotive Supply PI00716 (now demolished)

2741 2nd Avenue N Residence PI00712

2505 5th Avenue N St. Petersburg High School PI00718

2900 7th Avenue N Residence PI00727

In 1992-1993 the City of St. Petersburg sponsored a survey of the 01d
Southeast neighborhood. Included as part of that project was the completion
of a number of Florida Master Site File forms which were left incomplete and
never submitted to the State in previous survey efforts. Among them was one
property in Kenwood:

2901 1st Avenue N Residence (State # not known)

As part of the Kenwood survey, all three of the extant properties included in
the 1978 survey were resurveyed. The 2901 1st Avenue N property was not
resurveyed, since it had been surveyed quite recently by the individual doing
the current Kenwood survey.

METHODOLOGY

1. Spent the better part of an afternoon driving and walking around in
Renwood to become familiar with the general layout of the ‘neighborhood and
its various subareas. Since Kenwood is a large neighborhood with a number of
distinct subareas, familiarity with these was essential prior to doing
anything else. Also became familiar with the types and styles of buildings
in the neighborhood.

2. Met with Planning Department staff members to obtain current information
on their efforts in the Kenwood neighborhood. Maps and sources of
information were provided. A computer printout of all properties with
pre-1945 construction dates from the Property Appraiser, Pinellas County, was
also provided. Also obtained a 1ist of the five previously-surveyed
properties within the boundaries.

3. Conducted further overviews of the neighborhood, using the City's Plat
Maps, nine of which include sections of the neighborhood.

4. Reviewed easily-available secondary source materials, including city
histories, containing basic data about Kenwood.

5. Was given copies of all property cards for the pre-1945 buildings in the
neighborhood, based on the Property Appraiser's list.



6. Walked up and down each avenue and street in Kenwood to prepare a
preliminary 1list of all pre-1945 properties to be included in the survey.
Discovered that the Property Appralser s list contained much misleading
information on construction dates.

7. Compiled a list of to-be-surveyed properties for each avenue and street
in the neighborhood, requesting additional property cards f&r buildings
suspected of being pre-1945 but not included on the Appralser s list. Also
identified some post-1945 properties which, by their prominence on the street
or their styles or potential historical importance, were to be included in
the survey.

8. Organized all data obtained so far by avenue or street, in ascending
address order, avenues first, then streets, south to north, east to west.

9. Photographed each property to be included in the survey, keeping the
photos, as much as possible, in the same order as the forms were to be
numbered .

10. Completed, using a coded sheet attached to a small clipboard, the
physical descriptions for each of the 1,103 buildings/properties included in
the survey while actually standing in front of them.

11. Reviewed each individual property and the neighborhood as a whole
against the City of St. Petersburg's Historic Preservation Evaluation
Categories A through F and the criteria for nominations to the National
Register of Historic Places.

12, Began to complete and submit Florida Site File forms for those

neighborhood properties needing no further research, beginning with #1 on 1st
Avenue N.

13. Conducted research at St. Petersburg's Main Library, using city
directories from 1915 to the present.

14. Had an opportunity to see the interiors of several neighborhood houses.

15. Conducted some research using the Planning Department's slides of the
1923 Sanborn Insurance Maps for the area between lst Avenue and 5th Avenue N.

16. Talked to several individuals who provided information about Kenwood and
its history.

17. Completed and submitted the Survey Log Sheet and Final Survey Report.
18. Completed and submitted the remaining Florida Site File forms.

19. Made preparations for a presentation to the St. Petersburg Historic
Preservation Commission on the survey results.



SUMMARY OF KENWOOD'S SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND INDIVIDUALS

The early part of the twentieth century saw an enormous amount of real state
activity in St. Petersburg, and individuals were arriving from the North with
the purpose of getting involved in what they hoped would become the real
estate boom of the 1920s. Most were not disappointed, if they got involved
early enough. »

Charles R. Hall (1869-1934), who had been a millinery and window shade
salesman, came to St. Petersburg from Philadelphia around 1910 (he was born
in Detroit) and began his local real estate activities in 1912 with the
planning and platting of two neighborhoods in the west-central part of the
City, Hall's Central Avenue #l and Hall's Central Avenue #2 subdivisions.
Later he developed Lakewood Estates, south of Lake Maggiore. Hall's Central
Avenue #1 and #2 subdivisions are located within the Kenwood survey area,
together forming the largest land parcel within the boundaries, and including
Seminole Park, the only park within the survey area. The plats were first
submitted on March 15, 1912 for the area between 25th and 31st Streets N, 1lst
Avenue S and 7th Avenue N (now 5th Avenue N, see below).

The St. Petersburg Investment Company's plat for its subdivision bounded by
22nd and 25th Streets N, 5th Avenue S, and 7th Avenue N (now 5th Avenue N)
was approved by the City of St. Petersburg on March 27, 1912. Sunshine Park
subdivision, running from 19th to 22nd Streets N, and from 5th to 9th Avenues
N, was platted and filed on September 20, 1912. The Kenwood subdivision,
28th to 31st Streets N, 5th to 9th Avenues N, was filed on June 4, 1913. The
Bronx Addition, a subdivision developed by Joseph A. Townsend, had an
approved plat as of May 31, 1921, with boundaries of 19th to 22nd Streets N,
3rd (now Burlington) to 7th Avenues N (now 5th).

The Addition to Kenwood, extending that subdivision west to 34th Street N, -
was filed on January 5, 1924. School Park subdivision, 26th to 28th Streets
N, 7th to 9th Avenues N, had a plat filed on February 9, 1924, Brunson
subdivision, 22nd to roughly 24th Streets N, 5th to 9th Avenues N, had a plat
filed on September 20, 1924. Royal Palm Park's plat for the area including
roughly 20th to 22nd Streets N, 1lst to 3rd Avenues N (now Burlington) was
approved by the City on November 25, 1924. Other, smaller subdivisions
within the Kenwood neighborhood boundaries include Chevy Chase, . Deeb
(developed by contractor George Deeb) and the High School Addition, and were
approved in the mid-1920s.

The 1923 Sanborn Insurance Maps show approximately 140 houses in the area
from 1st to 7th Avenues N (lst to 5th today), and 19th to 31st Streets N.

The construction of St. Petersburg High School in 1926, requiring the large
block of land between 5th and 9th Avenues N (today's names) and 25th to 26th
Streets N, had a major effect on the northern part of the Kenwood
neighborhood. More recently, construction of Interstate 275 has had a major
impact, defining Kenwood's eastern boundary.

On January 9, 1928, the City adopted a series of avenue name changes, and 3rd
Avenue N became Burlington Avenue N, 4th Avenue N became 3rd Avenue N, 5th
Avenue N became 4th Avenue N, 6th Avenue N became Dartmouth Avenue N, 7th

Avenue N became 5th Avenue N, and 8th Avenue N became 7th Avenue N.



LIST OF SURVEYED PROPERTIES

A total of 1,103 properties were surveyed and included in the Florida Site
File as part of this project. Add to that the 1993 form for 2901 1st Avenue
N, and the total is 1,104.

STYLE OR TYPE: A total of seventeen different historic architectural styles
(Craftsman, Prairie, Tudor Revival and the 1like) and building types
(bungalow, ranch and the 1like) can be found in Kenwood. In addition, the
church building at 2750 5th Avenue N cannot properly be called Romanesque
Revival, for it is far too late to be of that style, but it definitely
exhibits many of its characteristics. Also, architecture is not easy to
divide into neat classifications, particularly when the majority of buildings
being studied are not too far removed from strictly vernacular or minimal
examples of the prevailing high styles. Therefore, it is entirely possible
that one person's "Craftsman Bungalow" might be another's "Bungalow," or two
different architectural historians might very well classify the same
building as "Tudor Revival" and "Minimal Traditional."

The numbers of properties for each style or type are as follows:

Bungalow 426
Frame Vernacular 216
Craftsman Bungalow 138
Minimal Traditional 124
Tudor Revival 64
Mediterranean Revival - 28
Colonial Revival 18
Colonial Revival Bungalow 15
Masonry Vernacular 14
Ranch 13

Masonry & Frame Vernacular 10
Prairie (w/ 2901 1lst Ave N) 10
American Foursquare
Craftsman
Dutch Colonial Revival
Mission
International
When all three "Bungalow" categories are combined, it can be said that more
than 52% of all properties in Kenwood are Bungalows. Included on pages 15-18
of this report are copies of photographs illustrating the eight most
prevalent historic building styles and types in Kenwood. The photographs are
all of Kenwood properties.

[l IEN BEN oo}

The abbreviations used and a short description of the essential elements for
each of these styles and types, as found in Kenwood, follow. The dates given
are dates during which the style or type was popular in the neighborhood.

BU = Bungalow, 1905-1935

These have gable or clipped gable roofs with wide overhangs, either
front-facing with a lower gable porch, or side-facing with a cross gable
porch, in various configurations. ’ :
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CB = Craftsman Bungalow, 1905-1928

Examples have the bungalow form with typical Craftsman roof-wall junction and
porch details, sometimes with flared eaves or walls which flare out at the
foundation. Features such as fancy decorative beam extensions are common,
and decorative half-timbering or Oriental peaked roofs are also found.

CM = Craftsman, 1905-1928
These are not bungalows, but generally a full two or more stories in height,
with gable roofs and typical Craftsman details (see above).

CR = Colonial Revival, 1900-1945

Examples here are not bungalows (see below), but other building types which
have symmetrical fagades and classical details such as Colonial multi-light
window sash, door surrounds and porches. The style also includes one-story
Cape Cod houses.

DR = Dutch Colonial Revival, 1920-1935
These houses have gambrel or gambrel-like roofs.

FV = Frame Vernacular, any date
Examples are wood-frame houses which do not fit into any of the other
categories.

IN = International, 1935-1960

One (rather weak) example of the style is included in this survey, primarily
because the house is located among other surveyed properties and contributes
to the character of the street. International Style houses have flat roofs,
smooth walls, horizontal proportions with cantilevers, shallow window reveals
and no ornament.

MF = Masonry and Frame Vernacular, any date
The houses or garage apartments have masonry first floors and wood frame
upper floors and do not fit into any of the other style or type categories.

MI = Mission, 1905-1928

Only a few examples were found in Kenwood, but the typical stuccoed walls,
red barrel tile roofs, visor roofs, round arches and shaped parapets identify
the style.

MR = Mediterranean Revival, 1915-1945
Examples are of the general Spanish Colonial Revival mode, with stuccoed
walls, tile roofs or flat roofs with parapets.

MT = Minimal Traditional, 1935-1955
Neighborhood examples usually have at least one front-facing gable, modest
eave overhangs and often an exterior chimney.

MV = Masonry Vernacular, any date
These masonry buildings do not fit into any other style or type category.

PR = Prairie, 1900-1928

Two stories with wide eave overhangs where the structure is not exposed (no
visible rafter tails), typical Prairie porch and window details and a
definite horizontal emphasis characterize these buildings.
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RA = Ranch, 1935-1975
The early ranch examples included in the survey are single-story houses with
low hip or gable roofs with overhangs, often with built-in garages.

RB = Colonial Revival Bungalow, 1915-1935
These are nearly always side-gabled bungalows with Colonial detailing at the
entrances, plus a classically-detailed entrance porch.

2
SQ = American Foursquare, 1900-1928
Examples are two-and-a-half stories in height with square or nearly square
elevations, often symmetrical, with Prairie-type eave overhangs and
single-story front porches.

TR = Tudor Revival, 1925-1945

These houses have steeply-pitched roofs, often of the intersecting gable
type, and fagade chimneys next to entrance vestibules which are often
asymmetrically gabled. Medieval details such as decorative half-timbering
and leaded window sash, along with masonry accents, are found.

MOVED?: Moved-in buildings are identified with a "yes" in this colum.
There were several housemoving contractors working in Kenwood during the
mid-1930s "moving boom," including Burnett & Beck and L.L. Allen.

RANK: The rank of the property on the City of St. Petersburg's A through F
Historic Preservation Evaluation Categories appears next. A 1list of the six
categories is on page 19 of this report.

ARCH = ARCHITECT

Dup = DuPont

Dyk = C.D. Dykema

For = A. Lowther Forrest

Ful = C.W. Fulwood (Fullwood?)
Itt = William B. Ittner

Koh = Henry Kohler

Mtz = J.A. Mueritz (Mauritz?)
Par = Archie G. Parish

Pfa = A.L. Pfau, Jr. (A.F.?)
Ris = Harry W. Rise

Spa = Sparklin

Wen = H.C. Wendell

CON = CONTRACTOR: This information comes from the city's property cards.
Keep in mind that some of these "contractors" were likely homeowners who
served as general contractors for their own homes and subcontracted all or
nearly all of the work. Others on the 1list built several buildings in the
neighborhood. An asterisk indicates that the contractor played a significant
role in the development of Kenwood or, as in the case of Cade Allen, in the
development of other areas of St. Petersburg. Note that the three-letter
abbreviations are in alphabetical order, but the surnames are not, so if a
certain name is needed, look around a bit. For example, there are three
"Parker" listings, and they appear close to each other, but not together.
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Cade B. Allen

Milton H. Anderson
George Andres

Joe Asaro

B.B. Bachelder

R.S. Ball, Southern Star Investment Company
W.R. Barnhill

Grace L. Bateman »
Clinton L. Beebe
Bennett

Thomas Berry

Better Homes Company
Fred R. Bickers

W.M. Bishop

Lester Block

D.G. Benn

J.W. Boswell

Chester Boseworth

S.F. Brant

Susan M. Bridgeland

C.E. Brown

Fred Bravo

Charles Burdick

Somers Cameron

Edwin C. Carlson

Eric Clausen

C.C. Clarkson

Clarkson Homes, Inc.
V.J. Clark

R. Allison Coatesworth
Cocke

Thomas J. Collins

W. Cook (Rowe & Cook?)
Fred G. Crawford

Henry A. Crouch

Charles Carr

Alta M. Custer

C.M. Day

Deeb Construction Company (George Deeb)
Delta Construction, Inc.
Nicholas Deshefy

Fred Diliman

R.S. Dimock

M.D. Dodd

W.C. Dollar

J.C. & Sophie Empson

C. Evans

Eyrick & Smith (Eyrich?)
J.0. Fields & Son

Roy D. Fisk

N.D. or Pearl Fisher
Fleming Inc.

Florida Ready Built Homes
Harrison Fox (Fox & Fox)
B.J. Franklin

R.B. Freeman



Gee = L.J. Geer ]

Gna = Lyle E. Gnagy

Goo = B.F. Gooden

Gre = S.J. Greenwood

Grf = Griflow Building Company

Grg = Harlan Gregory

Gri = A.O. Grinaker

Gro = Will C. Grounds .
Guf = Guflo Building Corporation (might be Griflow, see above)
Hac = T.B. Hanchey

Hal = W.J. Hall

Han = C.M. Hancock

Hao = M. Halloran

Har = W.H. Harder

Has = E.W. Hayes

Hau = C.H. Haugh

Hay = Hayes & Clayton

Hel = Howard B. Helms

Hen = B.E. Henry

Hes = Hennessey & Taylor

Hil = Mack Hilliard

Him = F.H. Hillman & Son

Hin = W.J. Hinchey

Jac = W.T. Jackson

Jav = Ruth Javall

Jen = V.H. Jennings

Joh = Julius Johnson

Key = Clyde Keyes

Kin = Sherman W. King

Kir = Charles M. Kirk

Kni = H. Knickerbocker

Koh = Leslie H. Kohler (is this architect Henry Kohler?)
Kon = Peter Kontos

Lan = Francis X. Langenwalter
Law = Law-Ken Realty Company
Iet = Letzring

Loc = E.I. Locke

Mao = F.J. Mason

Mas = Robert B. Mason

Mat = E.H. Mathews

May = Maynard Brothers

Mcb = J.H. McBath

Mcd = H.C. McDougal

Mcg = J.W. McGreagor

Mcm = McManus Framing Company
Mea = R.M. Mears

Mer = E.H. Merritt

Mey = Henry Meyer

Mih = L.B. Mitchell

Mil = Benjamin Millership
Mit = W.H. Mitchell

Mod = Modern Construction Company
Mor = Edward F. Morgan

Nel = Victor F. Nelson

Nie = Christ Nielson
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Pak = L.C. Parker
Pal = lee Palmer
Par = F.A. Parker
Pet = Ethel & K.O. Peters
Pkr = E.F. Parker
Pol = George A. Polland (Pollard?)
Prc = W.H. Price
Pri = L.G. Price »
Pug = H.F. Pugh
Ray = E.H. Ray
Ren = L.E. Renbarger
*Rid = James P. Riddle
Ris = Harry W. Rise
Ros = J.A. Rose
Sch = H.W. Schnadt
Sea = E. Mitchell Seabrook
Sha = W.F. Sharon
Shi = A.B. Shields
Shp = R.L. Sharp
Sil = Roy F. Siler
Sle = F. Slevens
Smi = Frank Smith
Smt = J.L. Smith
Spe = W.D. Speight
Spr = R. Springer
Sps = S.P.S. Corporation
Sta = E.N. Staples
Stc = James St. Clair
*Ste = Stebbins Construction Company (A.A. Stebbins) (Albyn A. Stebbins)
Stk = William J. Stock
Stn = Al Steinwachs
Sto = A.R. Stonequist
Sts = Siah St. Clair
Swe = Fred A. Sweazie
Swo = Grady Swope
Swp = L.A. Swope
Tho = W.A. Thompson (U.A.?)
Tur = Turnbull Homes Corporation
Utl = D.T. Utley
Wal = J.M. Walker
Wec = Robert N. Wechtel
Wel = M.B. Welch
Wes = R.R. Wells
Wet = James A. West
Whi = White Construction Engineering Company (W.M. White)
W1l = Mr. & Mrs. Walter N. Wells (Welles?)
Wri = C.F. Wright
Zur = Jason A. Zurflich (Zurfleich?)
OTHER: Included in this section are the Florida Site File numbers for

previously-surveyed properties. Because nearly everything is rated "E" in
the City's evaluation categories, those properties with significant
historical or architectural merit are marked with "hist." or "arch."
































































































